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rdtra and the Vaikhdnasa.   The Pancaratra
Agama is the word of ITarayana Himself and
it is a sattmko. religion based on the practice
of love. The Vaikhdnasa is also of divine origin.
The Saiva Agnrnas are traced to 6iva.  The
Agamas, therefore, claim the same validity as
the Itihdsas and the Pziranas.

Worship of God as area or image is of two
.kinds, namely, temple and domestic worship. The
former is meant for all and has continuity. It is
conducive to the good of the community as a
whole. Domestic worship is, however, confined
to the householder and his family. Again, there
will be homa. bali and utsava in temple worship
which are absent in domestic worship. Further
there will be multiple images in temple worship.

The Agamas refer to 96 varieties of temples
of which 18 are prescribed for Visnu and the
remaining types are meant for other Gods.  The
essential parts of a temple are the garbhagrha
or the sanctum sanctorum, the mukha mantapa
or the pavilion in front and the prdkdra or
the walls surrounding the sanctum for going
round it or pradaksina.  The garbhagrha is
surmounted by a vimana or tower and the pra-
kara is provided with a gate or gopura. The
prakdras may vary from one to seven according
to the grandeur of the temple.